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Legislative Update 
 

Bill 45 (2017)- A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE TRANSPORTATION SURCHARGE 

On September 6, 2017, Bill 45 (2017), CD1, passed out of Full Council on third reading and sent to the 

Mayor of Honolulu for approval. The Bill extends the General Excise Tax (“GET”) surcharge for three ad-

ditional years from December 31, 2027 to December 31, 2030, and increases the Statewide Transient 

Accommodation Tax (“TAT”) one-percent for thirteen years effective immediately. The Bill was drafted 

concurrently with the Hawaii State Legislature’s legislative actions on funding the Honolulu Authority for 

Rapid Transportation’s (“HART”) shortfall. Senate Bill No. 4 which was passed by the Hawaii State Legisla-

ture is expected to generate approximately 2.4 billion dollars for the on-going construction cost of the 

project. Bill 45 (2017), CD1, incorporates language to reflect the prohibitions on the use of the county 

surcharge established in S.B. No. 4 (2017). The prohibitions include, but are not limited to, the administra-

tive or operating costs, marketing, or maintenance costs, including personal costs, of HART or the De-

partment of Transportation Service (“DTS”). The passage of the Bill allows HART to complete their Up-

date Financial Plan to be submitted to the Federal Transit Authority (“FTA”) before their September 15, 

2017 deadline.  

 

Bill 66 (2017)- A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO PUBLIC SIDEWALKS.  

Mayor Kirk Caldwell signed Bill 66 (2017) on Monday, August 21 to expand the sit-lie law.  Two streets, 

Victoria and Pacific Streets, were added to the list of areas where people are prohibited from sitting or 

lying on public sidewalks.  The signing took place at the intersection of Pacific Street and Iwilei 

Road.  The Honolulu Police Department will now educate people about the additional sit-lie zones, 

while the Department of Facility Maintenance enforces the law with its sidewalk nuisance ordinance 

Hawaiian Electric Opens 12th Electric Vehicle  

Fast Charger in Iwilei 
 

On August 30, 2017, Councilmember Joey Manahan attended the bless-

ing and opening of HECO’s new electric vehicle (EV) fast charger in front 

of Max’s of Manila across the parking lot from Costco in Iwilei.  It supports 

EVs like the Nissan Leaf, Mitsubishi i-MiEV and Kia Soul EV and American 

and European EVs like the BMWi3 and as an option on the Chevy Bolt.  A 

fast charger recharges a typical EV bat-

tery to 80 percent capacity in less than 

half an hour.  Electric Vehicles on Oahu 

get free parking at municipal lots and 

metered parking and drivers may use high

-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes with only 

one person aboard.  Federal tax credits 

are also available for those who purchase an EV.  The Hawaiian Electric 

Companies have approval to install up to 25 fast chargers to promote 

electric vehicles by reducing range anxie-

ty and making it easier to own EV for resi-

dents of apartment building and others who cannot charge at 

home.  Other accessible fast chargers in Oahu are at Dole Plantation in 

Wahiawa, Ko’olau Center in Kaneohe, Kapolei Commons, 7-Eleven in 

Hawaii Kai, Waianae Mall and two at HECO’s Ward Avenue customer 

parking lot.  More sites are being sought.  Per Brennon Morioka, Hawaiian 

Electric manager for electrification of transportation, “Electric vehicles 

are a great way to save money on your total home energy bill while help-

ing Hawaii reach a clean energy future, reduce fossil fuel use and protect 

the environment.”  

 

Calendar 

 
 
 
August 15 
- Council Meeting  
@ 10:30 AM 
 
August 24 
-Parks, Community & 
Customer Services 
Committee Meeting  
@ 9AM–  
 
-Planning Committee 
Meeting  
@ 10:30AM- 
 
-Executive Matters & 
Legal Affairs Commit-
tee Meeting @ 1PM–  
 
August 25 
-Budget Committee 
Meeting  
@ 9AM–  
 
-Public Works, Infra-
structure, & Sustaina-
bility Committee 
Meeting @ 1PM 
 
August 26 
-Zoning & Housing 
Committee Meeting 
@ 9AM 
 
-Transportation 
Committee Meeting 
@  1 PM  
 
-Public Health, Safety, 
and Economic Devel-
opment Committee 
Meeting @ 2:30 PM 
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Kalihi 21st Century Transformative Initiative 
 

In 2016, Governor David Ige highlighted an initiative to transform and 

revitalize Kalihi.  The 21st Century Kalihi Initiative re-imagines the future 

of Kalihi in the event of the Oahu Community Correctional Center 

(OCCC) is relocated or replaced.  Councilmember Joey Manahan 

was a member of the Vision Committee which comprised of area 

legislators, neighborhood board members, and representatives from 

the public sector, private sector, social service agencies, and commu-

nity-based organizations that was created to work to establish a vision 

concept for the site. The top priorities for the 21st Century Initiative 

focuses on economic devel-

opment and housing for the 

support and betterment of Kalihi’s current and future generations. It 

supports innovation and capacity-building, and takes a balanced 

approach in creating jobs and providing housing so the people who 

live in the area can continue to live and work in Kalihi and future 

generations can be elevated. The mixed-use neighborhood that is 

envisioned would provide safe and convenient access to goods and 

services, including restaurants, child and kupuna care facilities, small 

grocery stores and pharmacies, and health/medical clinics. Mom 

and pop stores would thrive and gentrification would be mitigated. 

Additionally, Vision Commit-

tee members expressed aspirations for a future Kalihi that is not only 

iconic and outstanding, but one that memorializes the historic and 

cultural sense of place, and honors the intergenerational and multicul-

tural community that resides, works and recreates in the region. Equal-

ly important, the Vision Committee expressed a need to incentivize 

investment in the area, support and encourage educational and 

workforce development opportunities, and coordinate strategic, 

large-scale improvements to the area’s infrastructure and transit sys-

tems. On August 22, Governor Ige presented to the public the report 

that was a culmination of the Vision Committee, but especially the 

community members that came out to provide valuable input in what 

they which to see for the future of Kalihi.  

August as Pedestrian Safety Month 
 

Councilmember Joey Manahan both spearheaded Pedestrian Safety Campaigns as well as 

joined Mayor Kirk Caldwell for the “On the Spot” pedestrian safety sign waving in August.  On 

August 15, Councilmember Joey Manahan and Mayor joined transportation officials, communi-

ty members, and police to hand out flashing lights to pedestrians so that they can wear it in the 

dark to be visible to motorists.  Two days after, on Thursday, August 17, Councilmember Mana-

han rallied two different “hot spot” areas in the Kalihi area for pedestrian sign waving cam-

paigns with Kalakaua Middle School students and faculty, police, and Walk Wise Hawaii.  

City Council Honors GUMIL  
 
During the September Full Council Meeting, Councilmem-

ber Joey Manahan honored GUMIL (Gunglo Dagiti Mannu-

rat nga Ilokano/Association of Illokano Writers), for their 

writers’ efforts and accomplishments that preserve, perpet-

uate and encourage the Illokano language and culture 

through seminars, writings and stage shows.  GUMIL has 

also encouraged the development of future writers and 

have fundraised for services to benefit several provinces in 

the Philippines . GUMIL also has won many literary awards, 

not only in Hawaii but also in the Philippines. 


