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E-Newsletter
Aloha,
During these
challenging times,
we sincerely hope
that you and your
‘ohana are safe.
Our office will
remain open
virtually during this
period. We will still
be available by
phone or email.
Should you have
any further
questions, please
do not hesitate to
contact our
office.
Mahalo,
Joey Manahan

Connect with
us online!

Week of April 27, 2020

Private-Public Partnership to Increase Covid19 Testing & PPEs for Honolulu
Mayor Kirk Caldwell and Councilmember Joey Manahan announced a partnership between Honolulu’s seven community health centers, UPS, and Everlywell last week to increase
COVID-19 testing.
Currently, there are 47 tests on average daily that are administered statewide. At the most the
state needs to administer 152 tests per 100,000 people each day. For ‘Oahu, that is 1,480 tests
per day. The City and County of Honolulu aims to accelerate testing in areas that are currently
underserved.
The tests the City is purchasing are clinically validated and authorized for use in the diagnosis of
COVID-19 in the United States, pursuant to the FDA’s Policy for Diagnostic Tests for the Coronavirus Disease-2019 during the Public Health Emergency, issued on March 16, 2020. The COVID-19
tests are processed by Everlywell’s CLIA- certified laboratory partners. The tests will be administered by physicians licensed to practice medicine in the state of Hawai‘i. Physicians licensed to
practice medicine in Hawai‘i also oversee each test requisition, each test result, and each diagnosis associated with the testing. When finished, the tests will be analyzed with a commitment of
48 hours. UPS is ready and certified to support the efforts of the rapid-testing by transporting PPEs,
test kits, and results to and from the manufacturers to the community health centers and back
by providing local freezer units, ensuring storage and conditioning of all materials, operating seven days a week to implement transportation operating plan for earliest arrival at the laboratory,
provide back-up courier service for out- of-sequence shipping, manage returns or disposals at
the lab, provide track and trace capability to the lab and the test center, and ensure patient
confidentiality and data protection.
The Department of Health (DOH) will be notified of all tests results directly. Those who test positive
will be notified and will be required to quarantine. If they are unable to go home, the City is prepared to enter an agreement with a small hotel chain in Waikiki that would allow people to stay
in the hotel rooms for free.
The State DOH has objected to the City’s plans to ramp up testing however and offered the City
no alternative despite having the capacity to do more tests locally, up to 3,000 a day.
Manahan sharply criticized the DOH and has written a letter to the editor to the Star Advertiser:
To date there’s been no widespread testing in Kalihi which has the highest concentration of housing in the entire state. Kalihi is home to working families, including our immigrant population,
whose members are on the front line battling COVID-19 in healthcare, hotels, retail, restaurants,
and care homes. Many constituents are economically disadvantaged or homeless, and can’t
get medical care except at community health centers.
Recently, the State Department of Health squelched the city’s plans to conduct testing in our
community health centers and the Ka‘aahi Street temporary quarantine facility. The DOH didn’t
offer any alternatives to the city despite local labs having the capacity to do more testing, up to
3,000 a day. The fact is COVID-19 is spreading in all communities, and if we don’t start testing
more people equitably, then all of us are going to get pounded by the second wave.
Joey Manahan
Honolulu City Councilman, District 7
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20,000 N-95 Masks Donation for Honolulu First Responders

District 7 Staff

Last week, Councilmember Manahan
in collaboration with UPS donated
20,000 N-95 masks for Honolulu’s first responders— HFD, HPD, EMS and Lifeguards. The City and County of Honolulu had trouble procuring masks as the
city was outbid by other states and municipal governments for the necessary
equipment.
Source: Deputy Fire Chief Lionel Camara

We are honored to serve you!
Radiant Cordero
Chief of Staff
rcordero@honolulu.gov

Dennis Arakaki
Community Liaison
darakaki2@honolulu.gov

Anela Keko’olani
Committee &
Administrative Analyst
a.kekoolani@honolulu.gov

Dinna Schwiering
Legislative Analyst
dschwiering@honolulu.gov

Shirley Ann Templo
Community Liaison
stemplo@honolulu.gov

Office of Councilmember
Joey Manahan
City Council District 7
530 S. King Street
Honolulu, HI 96813
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Photos of UPS offloading masks to Honolulu Fire Department

Reopening of City Parks
On Saturday April 25, 300 City parks reopened for limited exercise activities including: running, walking, jogging, and bicycling riding. On Friday, May 1 the
five Honolulu Botanical Gardens are scheduled to open for passive usage.
Playgrounds, off-leash dog parks, campgrounds, play courts (volleyball, basketball, tennis, and pickleball), gyms,
pools, all fields, skateparks, and recreation
buildings remain closed to the public. Picnicking, team sports and recreational activities are disallowed and practicing safe
social distancing is mandatory, especially
with those not in your household. You may
also still traverse the park to access the
ocean. Regular park closure hours apply
and can be viewed by visiting this website:
bit.ly/ParkClosureHours

General COVID-19 Information & Inquires
For general questions regarding COVID-19, you can contact the following resources:
City COVID-19 Resources:
State COVID-19 Hotline:
Phone: 768-CITY (2489)
Phone: 2-1-1 (7 a.m. to 10 p.m.)
Email: covidresponse@honolulu.gov
Hawai‘i Department of Health
Website: www.oneoahu.org
www.hawaiicovid19.com

